CASE STUDY

JIRI REZAC / ANDREW PARKINSON

WATER MATTERS

USE WATER WISELY
Save Water Swindon
A FINITE SUPPLY

However, we are taking too much out - a third of river
catchments in England and Wales are either
‘over-licensed’ or ‘over-abstracted’. In fact, we take up
to 3 billion more litres of water each day than the
environment can cope with. This is not sustainable.
We need to take less water and use it more wisely.
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Water is a finite resource. Climate change and population
growth means that there is more pressure on our water
supply.
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SAVE WATER SWINDON
In 2010, Blueprint for Water members WWF-UK and Waterwise teamed up with Thames Water to help
residents of Swindon in Wiltshire to save water at home to help ease pressures on our rivers and the natural
environment, whilst helping to reduce greenhouse gas emissions.
Swindon is a water stressed area with high population density and pressure on water supply. In 2010, the typical
resident used 164 litres of water per day - far higher than the government target of 130 litres. The campaign
challenged residents to take the ‘20-litre challenge’ and pledge to save water by changing their behaviour or
installing free water efficiency devices. Households could access free water-saving makeover taps, toilets and
showers as well as water-saving kits they could fit themselves and lots of free advice. It was estimated that by
saving 20 litres of water a day, the average household could reduce water and energy bills by £100 a year.

BETWEEN 2010 AND 2011:
Just under 900 home make-overs were completed
900 self-install kits were given out, including shower timers and tap inserts
6,000 water saving devices were distributed and installed
An estimated 50,000 litres of water were saved every day
The project was a success, and demonstrated how people can reduce their water use by making a small change.
Savings like these will help our freshwater environment and the species that depend on them like the otter,
water vole and kingfisher. This is good for people and good for wildlife.
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