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WATER MATTERS

MANAGE FLOODS FOR PEOPLE AND WILDLIFE
Sustainable drainage systems

Our current sewage system is increasingly unable to cope
with the impacts of rising populations, climate change
and urbanisation. Our natural floodplains have
disappeared and can no longer act as sponges, and rain
falling on towns and cities often has nowhere to go but
into sewers. This results in increased levels of surface
water flooding and, when sewers are full, untreated
sewage flows directly into our rivers and oceans. On
average, England suffers £1billion worth of flood damage
a year and in 2012, more than 10,800 properties were
flooded.
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A RISING ISSUE

A SUSTAINABLE SOLUTION
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Sustainable drainage systems (SuDS) alleviate these problems by mimicking our environment’s natural
processes to slow water down. They can also be designed and managed to enhance the environment for people
and wildlife. SuDS could solve a large part of our growing drainage issues. However, before we can expect
businesses to deliver widespread SuDS in new developments, or retrofitted to existing ones, they need clarity
and security as to who is responsible for managing the SuDS into the future.

Rainwater is not waste; it is a valuable resource which, if managed sensitively, could help
avoid water scarcity as well as surface water flooding.

THAT REALLY WORKS
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Ten schools in the Pymmes Brook catchment in London have been fitted with SuDS by the Wildfowl & Wetlands
Trust, in partnership with Thames Water and the Environment Agency. The SuDS have helped improve the
health of the Pymmes Brook. And they’ve also made the schools’ outdoor spaces greener and more natural,
brought more wildlife into the school grounds, and become a focus for pupils to learn about the environment and
conservation.
And they work – in July 2013 there was a heavy downpour that would have previously forced the cancellation
of the Hollickwood Primary school fair the next day. Instead, the water drained away thanks to the wetland
that had been built along the edge of the playing field, leaving behind just a few puddles. Data shows that water
runoff is delayed at least an hour before it enters the main drain, thanks to the SuDS.
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