CASE STUDY

NIC TROTT

WATER MATTERS

JOINING UP WATER MANAGEMENT
A Catchment Based Approach
WORKING TOGETHER

However, a range of different people and organisations
look after different elements of the water environment
and they don’t always work together. Blueprint for Water
has consistently called for water management to be truly
joined up for the benefit of people and wildlife.
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Rivers, lakes and other wetlands do not follow
boundaries as we know them; water is one continuous
system, affected not only by direct activities such as
abstraction but by activities on the land as well.

A VISION FOR CATCHMENT MANAGEMENT
In 2013, Defra announced its aspiration for a Catchment Based Approach to freshwater management– a
goal the Blueprint heralded as ‘the first step towards a historical moment for UK freshwater conservation’. At the
catchment level, action can be better coordinated and integrated to tackle issues like pollution and historical
modifications to river channels, for example. There are now more than 100 collaborative partnerships
in catchments across England, made up of community organisations, water companies, businesses, local
authorities and government bodies. They have:
• Brought together a wide range of different stakeholders, capturing local expertise and empowering local
communities;
• Undertaken integrated water management that has yielded multiple benefits, including improvements to
water quality, reduced flood risk and enhanced biodiversity;
• Engaged in rural land management providing advice and training to farmers and working to deliver agrienvironmental initiatives;
• Developed ‘urban’ partnerships with local authorities, business and NGOs to improve green infrastructure,
for instance the installation of sustainable urban drainage systems;
• Developed tools and guidance to help the sharing of information, data and evidence, which will ultimately
help to restore the freshwater environment.
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THE FUTURE
The Catchment Based Approach is an important first step towards joining up water management. However,
with only 21% of water bodies in England in good health, it is clear that Government must put this approach at
the heart of water management.
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