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Dear Prime Minister

Thank you for helping to shape the Leaders’ Pledge for Nature and for your personal efforts to put

the UK at the forefront of international work to mend our broken relationship with nature. We are

writing to ask you to complement that international work with a domestic legal target to reverse the

decline of species and habitats by 2030.

To achieve its aim of reversing biodiversity loss by 2030, the Leaders’ Pledge must be a precursor for

a strong international deal at the 15th Conference of Parties of the UN Convention on Biological

Diversity. In turn, a global deal must drive credible domestic action plans for delivery.

The UK is uniquely placed to help secure a global agreement and can show real leadership by setting

an example domestically, but more decisive action is needed here in the UK to ensure we realise this

rare opportunity.

In particular, the Environment Bill has the potential to put your ambitions for nature on a statutory

footing, including the goals you have championed on the international stage. Just as the UK led the

way in creating the world’s first Climate Change Act, we can be the first country to set ambitious

targets in law for the recovery of the natural world. Magnified through the lens of the UK’s COP26

and G7 presidencies, the bill could be a template for other countries ahead of COP15 and a powerful

statement of intent that could strengthen other countries’ resolve to support a global deal.

At the moment, however, while we welcome its intention, the Environment Bill falls short of its

potential to set world-leading nature targets. The framework for target-setting is too technocratic

and slow. No targets will even be set under the bill until almost 2023, long after the moment for UK

international leadership has passed, and the deadline for the targets cannot be earlier than 2038.

Perhaps most significantly of all, Clause 1 of the Bill would not allow the government to set new 2030

targets in law—a timescale which is at the heart of the CBD talks and which is reflected in the

language of the Leaders’ Pledge. This mismatch in urgency and timescales means that it would not

be possible to set a 2030 target to halt nature’s decline, and that important actions to deliver it, such

as your own commitment to protect and manage 30% of land and seas for nature by 2030, cannot be

placed in law under the Environment Bill framework.



Some simple changes to the bill—ensuring its target-setting framework can reflect CBD timeframes

and progress made under the Leaders’ Pledge—would make a huge difference.

In particular, we are calling for a clear target on the face of the bill to reverse the decline of species

and habitats by 2030.

Supported by an independent and effective Office for Environmental Protection, legally binding

interim targets and a more explicit link between targets and the environmental improvement plans,

this would send a powerful message of UK commitment ahead of this year’s climate and nature talks,

which could make all the difference in securing a successful outcome.

We hope that you recognise the potential of the Environment Bill to play a formative role in nature’s

recovery and climate change mitigation, not just here in England but around the world. We also hope

that you will share our analysis that without a clear domestic target to restore nature by 2030 on the

face of the Environment Bill—with a stronger targets and governance framework, and robust

environmental principles—that potential will not be fulfilled.

There is still time to amend the bill to fill this gap and we stand ready to support you in making this a

genuinely world-leading legislative achievement.
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