
 

 

 

Wildlife & Countryside Link 

Diversity & anti-racism statement 

 

Racism and racial inequality must be rooted out of the environment and animal welfare movement 

wherever it is found. We recognise that our sector has not dealt with all forms of systemic racism. In 

fact, we are at risk of falling far behind. Recent movements such as #BlackLivesMatter, #BlackinNature, 

#CharitySoWhite, #BlackBirdersWeek and #BlackintheIvory have had a galvanising effect around the 

world, including within the environment sector. 

We have a responsibility to be more proactive in our work against racism. Many of our organisations 

have programmes to champion Equality, Diversity and Inclusion, but we must do more. We have to 

listen and act upon what we learn, demonstrate solidarity with the anti-racism movement, and create 

accessible opportunities to enter, progress and lead in the sector. 

We know as an environment and animal welfare movement we are not nearly representative of 

society. We must proactively diversify our sector, especially in leadership positions. We know that 

our culture and ways of working can still exclude many people and cultures and we must learn to 

overcome that. We know that our campaigns and conservation work does not always face up to the 

links with systemic and historical racism and we must reconsider the way we develop our strategies 

and work with others.  

We also know that the impacts of pollution and other environmental problems often fall most  

heavily on minority ethnic communities, who are less likely to live in a healthy environment because 

of racial inequalities. We must continue to reinforce and add to our actions to ensure equitable access 

to a healthy environment. 

While we are all at different stages of our journey we all commit to working much harder to remedy 

these shortcomings, not simply in response to the anti-racism movement, but because climate and 

environmental injustice are intrinsically linked to social justice. We must step up and change if we are 

to have the strength to fight for nature’s needs and people’s needs in every quarter. We owe it to 

society, we owe it to our supporters and stakeholders, and we owe it to our natural world. 

  

 

This statement is supported by the following organisations: 

1. A Rocha UK 

2. Amphibian & Reptile Conservation Trust 

3. The Badger Trust 

4. Bat Conservation Trust 

5. Born Free Foundation 

6. British Ecological Society 

7. British Mountaineering Council 

8. ClientEarth 

9. Council For British Archaeology 

https://blog.archaeologyuk.org/2020/07/13/cba-statement-on-equality-diversity-and-inclusion-in-heritage/
https://new.archaeologyuk.org/equality-and-diversity-hub/


 

10. CPRE, The Countryside Charity 

11. Earthwatch Europe 

12. Environmental Investigation Agency 

13. Four Paws UK 

14. FSC UK 

15. Greenpeace UK 

16. IFAW 

17. Institute of Fisheries Management 

18. John Muir Trust 

19. Open Spaces Society 

20. People’s Trust for Endangered Species 

21. Plantlife 

22. The Ramblers 

23. Rare Breeds Survival Trust 

24. Rewilding Britain 

25. The Rivers Trust 

26. RSPB 

27. RSPCA 

28. Surfers Against Sewage 

29. Wild Justice 

30. Wildlife Gardening Forum 

31. The Wildlife Trusts 

32. WWF UK 

33. WWT 

34. ZSL 

  

 

 


