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Letter from the Chair… 
 
 
Dear Members, 
 

 The first quarter of 2007 has seen the long 
awaited publication of the Marine Bill White Paper, 
and Link continues to urge the Government to publish 
a full Marine Bill early in the next Parliamentary 
session.  The recent grant from the Esmée Fairbairn 
Foundation and Tubney Charitable Trust to appoint a 
full time Marine Policy and Campaigns Co-ordinator to 
support Link’s Marine Bill campaign will increase 
capacity within the Secretariat and ensure that we are 
getting our message out clearly over the next few 
years as this process continues. 

 
During the quarter the Biodiversity Working 

Group joined forces with Wales Environment Link to 
publish the first annual assessment of progress towards 
the Government’s target of halting biodiversity loss by 
2010, based on the indicators set out in the Joint Links 
2010 leaflet.  The long awaited outcome of the saga of 
the Rural Development Programme for England 2007 – 
2013 was also announced in March and Link is 
continuing to monitor developments in this area, 
particularly around concerns regarding the potential 
impact on Higher Level Scheme agreements. 

 
Finally, in 2006, we asked you for your 

comments on this quarterly report.  In response to the 
feedback received we plan to change how we 
communicate with the membership over the coming 
months and as a result this will be the last Quarterly 
Report produced.  

 
We are currently looking at the best way in 

which to communicate with our members, and so if 
you have any suggestions you’d like to make please let 
Link know! 
 
 
Best wishes,  
 

 

 
 
Dr. Hilary Allison 
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Working Groups 
 

Acting Chair: Nigel Bourn, Butterfly Conservation  
Acting Vice Chair: John Everitt, The Wildlife Trusts 

Secretary: Annie Smith 
 

 
Biodiversity 
 
In January Link launched its first annual assessment of the progress made towards the Government 
target of halting biodiversity loss by 2010. Presented in a traffic light system, the results of the 
assessment were mailed electronically and launched on Link’s website. Copies of the full assessment 
document are available for download from www.wcl.org.uk/2010/2010_assessment.htm  
 
Members of the Biodiversity Working Group (BWG) met with JNCC in February to discuss the JNCC’s 
ideas for a UK nature conservation framework and a UK surveillance strategy. Representatives of the 
BWG also attended a workshop in March hosted by Barry Gardiner MP, looking at how to refresh the 
biodiversity partnership in England. Link gave a presentation on the role of the biodiversity process in 
delivering large scale habitat restoration and ecosystem services. This was a positive and constructive 
event, and we now look forward to working with the Minister, Defra and other partners in taking the 
outcomes forward.  
 
The BWG’s BAP Review sub-group met a number of times to consider, amongst other things, progress 
with “signposting” – a process of identifying the top categories of action needed by each species – and 
the desired outcomes of the review for priority habitats. Link representatives on the Priority Review 
Group are contributing to the group’s report to the UK Standing Committee, which will present the 
proposed new BAP list to be signed off at the Committee’s meeting on 25th April. BWG members also 
commented on the draft Guidance on the NERC Biodiversity Duty, which is now expected to be 
published in May. 
 

 
 

Chair: Ian Woodhurst, CPRE  
Vice Chair: Nick Collinson, Woodland Trust 

Secretary: Alexia Wellbelove  
 

 
Farming and Rural Development 
 
Link wrote to Defra at the start of the quarter outlining its concerns regarding a recent report looking 
at possible additional landscape features in Cross Compliance, the findings of which Link believe should 
not be used to limit the number of features that are considered in the forthcoming consultation on 
Cross Compliance. During the quarter Link was also represented at a meeting of the Agri-Environment 
Steering Group, and Ian and Alexia met with NE to discuss its Sustainable Land Management Campaign. 
 
The Farming and Rural Development (FRD) Working Group met in January to discuss, amongst other 
things, the group’s workplan for this year, the delays in the Rural Development Programme for England 
2007 – 2013, Environmental Stewardship, as well as an update on the Link Bioenergy and Sustainable 
Land Management Vision projects. 
 
In February, representatives of the FRD group attended a Land Use Policy Group workshop, at which 
climate change and rural land use were discussed, and also met with the Soil Association, to discuss 
organic farming, climate change, and cypermethrin.    
 
Towards the end of the quarter, Link wrote a letter to the Secretary of State for the Environment 
David Miliband MP, regarding the funding of Environmental Stewardship in light of current discussions in 
Europe. In March, Link welcomed the statement on the overall budget for the Rural Development 
Programme for England 2007 – 2013, and called on Defra to ensure that substantial funding is allocated 
to the Higher Level Scheme. 
 
The FRD Group’s Bioenergy project with Land Use Consultants (LUC) is ongoing and a report has been 
distributed internally.   
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Working Groups 
 

Chair: Mike Wood, RSPB 
Vice Chair: James Cooper, Woodland Trust 

Secretary: Alexia Wellbelove  
 

 
Woodland 
 
The woodland group met in February to discuss the draft Link vision for Woodlands (which is currently 
circulating for comment), the forthcoming England Forestry Strategy and its associated implementation 
plans. 
 
 

 
 

Chair: Fiona Mahon, The Wildlife Trusts 
Acting Co-Chair: Ed Pomfret, Woodland Trust 

Secretary: Annie Smith 
 
 
Land Use Planning 
  
The publication of a Planning White Paper (PWP) was expected in late March, but has been delayed 
until late spring - at least until after the elections on 3rd May. The PWP is expected to take forward 
proposals made in reports by Kate Barker and Sir Rod Eddington, both published last December.  
 
Representatives of the Land Use Planning Working Group (LUPWG) attended a meeting with Housing 
Minister Yvette Cooper and Secretary of State Ruth Kelly in February, to discuss their concerns about 
the forthcoming reforms. Also in February, the Link Secretariat and members took part in a 
parliamentary event hosted by Paul Truswell MP, as part of a broader coalition of environmental and 
social organisations who share concerns about the expected proposals.  
 
The LUPWG also submitted a response to the CLG consultation on a draft supplement to PPS1 on 
Planning and Climate Change, which is available from our website at 
www.wcl.org.uk/downloads/2007/Link_response_Planning_&_climate%20change_08Mar07.pdf  
 

 
 

Chair: Tom Le Quesne, WWF 
Vice Chair: Phil Burston, RSPB 

Secretary: Jodie Bettis 
 
Water 
 
The newly badged Water Working Group (WWG) continues to discuss opportunities for working with the 
newly launched Blueprint for Water coalition of environmental, water efficiency, and fishing & angling 
NGOs, and has still to agree a workplan for this year. Link’s Director attended a Blueprint meeting at 
the end of February to discuss opportunities for collaboration, at which the Blueprint coalition formally 
asked Link to take on the Secretariat role of the group, thus bringing the Blueprint into Link as a Link 
campaign.  Consultation with all members is now taking place and it is hoped that a decision on this 
can be reached shortly. 
 
In February, the WWG responded to Defra’s request for comments on the 2006 paper by English Nature 
and the Environment Agency on proposals for extending water bodies and identifying new ones of 
biodiversity significance in England under the EU Water Framework Directive. This long-awaited paper 
was accompanied by a cost benefit analysis on the proposed classification of additional water bodies. 
Link’s comments can be downloaded from our website at 
www.wcl.org.uk/downloads/2007/Link_response_NE_EA_additional _proposals_08Mar07.pdf   
 
Also in February, the River Basin District Liaison Panel NGO representatives met for the second time to 
discuss progress within each district and co-operation across the environmental sector, both regionally 
and locally. The NGO reps raised a number of concerns regarding the current liaison panel and SWMI 
process, and are expected to meet again in 6 months time. 
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Working Groups 
 

Chair: Rob Atkinson, RSPCA  
Vice Chair: Cathy Williamson, Whale & Dolphin Conservation Society 

Secretary: Alexia Wellbelove 
 

Wildlife and Trade 
 
The Wildlife and Trade Working Group met several times in the quarter to discuss the proposals for the 
14th meeting of the Conference of Parties (CoP14), which is taking place in June in The Hague. A Joint 
NGO Liaison Group CITES meeting with Defra took place in January and in March, both of which focused 
on the CITES proposals and working documents.  
 
In February, the group met with the Minister, Barry Gardiner MP, to discuss the role of the UK at the 
forthcoming CITES meeting, and NGO representation on the UK delegation at CoP14. The group wrote 
to the Minister following the meeting and a reply has been received declining NGO representation on 
the UK’s CoP14 delegation. 
 

 
  

Chair: Jenny Lonsdale, Environmental Investigation Agency 
Vice Chair: Claire Bass, WSPA 
Secretary: Alexia Wellbelove 

 

Whales 
 
Whaling 
The Whale Working Group’s activity has throughout the quarter been focused on the forthcoming 
meeting of the International Whaling Commission (IWC59).  This has involved the writing of a number 
of letters including to both the Prime Minister and Foreign Secretary reiterating its calls for strong 
diplomatic action in the run-up to IWC59. Link members also met with Defra at the beginning of 
February to discuss the UK’s progress towards winning back the majority and provided the Minister, 
Ben Bradshaw MP, with a briefing in advance of the publication of the IWC59 annotated agenda, setting 
out the key issues and what actions Link would like the UK Government to take.  As in previous years, 
Link has provided a number of representatives for both the Scientific Committee and Plenary meetings 
for the UK delegation to IWC59. 
 
Link representatives met with the Danish Ambassador in February to discuss the Danish pro-whaling 
vote at IWC58 last year. Link has also written to the Ambassador following Denmark’s attendance at 
the Normalisation meeting and their support of the St. Kitts and Nevis Declaration. A sub-group of 
members has also been meeting with supermarket retailers including Morrisons, Tesco and Sainsburys, 
urging them not to source products from Iceland following their resumption of commercial whaling, 
and to ensure that the products they do source do not have any links with whaling companies. 
 
Sakhalin II 
Last year Shell signed the majority share in the Sakhalin II project over to the Russian state controlled 
company Gazprom. Shell remains involved in the project but only as a minority partner, and therefore 
it is understood that EBRD is no longer considering financing the project.   
 
Sonar 2087 
Last year Link wrote to the Secretaries of State for Defence and for the Environment to set out our 
continuing concerns about the effects of the recently introduced powerful low frequency military sonar 
system (known as Sonar 2087) on cetaceans and other marine wildlife, and about the efficacy of the 
mitigation measures employed. Although Link is now in receipt of a detailed response from the Ministry 
of Defence, there continue to be concerns which Link will be following up. 
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Task Forces 
 

Campaign Chair: Ben Stafford, RSPB 
Policy Chair: Joan Edwards, The Wildlife Trusts 

Vice Chair (Campaign & Media): Richard Harrington, Marine Conservation Society 
Vice Chair (Policy): Jan Brown, WWF  

Secretary: Annie Smith 
Marine 
In spite of letters signed by fifteen Link member Chief Executives and Directors to the Prime Minister 
and the Secretary of State for the Environment, David Miliband MP, last November’s Queen’s Speech 
made no mention of the Government’s commitment to a Marine Bill. However, a response to these 
letters (from Ben Bradshaw MP) was received in January, confirming the Government’s intention to 
publish a White Paper, and “A Sea Change” – the Marine Bill White Paper – was launched on 15th March. 
The launch event was opened by David Miliband MP, who gave his assurance that the Marine Bill would 
come forward during this Parliament. Ben Bradshaw MP also spoke at the launch, which was attended 
by a number of Link members along with many other marine and coastal stakeholders. 
 
The MTF held a number of useful meetings with Defra officials during the quarter, to discuss the White 
Paper as well as the future delivery of the BAP in the marine environment. In February, the MTF 
published an “advertorial” in The House magazine (a publication for Parliamentarians), setting out its 
key priorities in relation to the Marine Bill. Link’s advertorial appeared alongside articles on the Bill by 
Ben Bradshaw MP, opposition spokespeople, and others. Please contact Annie should you require an 
electronic copy. The MTF is also planning a Parliamentary Reception to highlight Link’s key priorities 
for the Bill to MPs and Peers. 
 
Link representatives also attended a meeting of the Offshore Energy SEA Steering Group in March. 
 

 
 

Chair: Ali Ross, Whale & Dolphin Conservation Society 
Vice Chair: Lissa Goodwin, Marine Connection 

Secretary: Annie Smith 
 

Bycatch 
The Bycatch group met in February. The group agreed to broaden its remit beyond cetacean bycatch to 
include other issues of key importance for the conservation of small cetaceans – for example fisheries 
related noise, and prey depletion – and will consider commissioning a review to support these new 
work areas. Also discussed at the meeting were the implementation of the EU Bycatch Regulation and 
possible Link research proposals related to this. The group also looked forward to the April meeting of 
the ASCOBANS Advisory Committee.  
 
Earlier this quarter, the group submitted comments to SMRU on a protocol for their proposed acoustic 
and visual cetacean survey and trial of the “DDD” pinger in the South West English Channel, with 
survey work initiated towards the end of the quarter. 
 
 

 

Sister Links 
 
 
 
 

Scottish Environment LINK (LINK) 
 

With exhibitions in the Scottish Parliament and gin tasting to promote a new study on juniper berries 
by Plantlife, Scottish Environment Week in February was given a high profile. The ‘everyone’ pre-
election campaign continued with twenty hustings planned for April throughout Scotland, and the ‘Big 
Green Debate’ to be held in Edinburgh, complete with interactive audience voting and podcasts.  
 
The 'everyone watching' end of term report, which analyses how well the Scottish Executive has done 
on its environmental commitments, was published in March, and its awards for the best and worst 
policy achievements, including the ‘Blooming Thistle' and the 'Ostrich' were featured in The Scotsman 
newspaper.  

cont ... 
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Sister Links 
 

... 
LINK Parliamentary staff attended the SNP, Labour and Conservative spring party conferences, and 
LINK held a Climate and Land Use Seminar in Perth in March to update members and to help develop a 
common view in emerging agendas. With 1000 days left until the 2010 biodiversity target expires, the 
Biodiversity Task Force was involved in publishing a UKBAP report - 'Call 999 an Emergency for 
Scotland's Biodiversity' - which concluded that progress towards the 2010 target is not happening 
quickly enough.    
 

 
 
 
 
 

Northern Ireland Environment Link (NIEL) 
 

What with elections and the 'will it won't it' nature of devolution, NIEL has been concentrating on the 
impacts that the presumed resumption of the Assembly will have, visiting political parties and party 
policy officers to remind them of the importance of the environment.  
 
Following NIEL’s major conference on Landscape and Planning, it is developing an Agenda for Action for 
Planning. NIEL’s fact sheet on Community Planning continues to be well received and it will shortly 
publish another on Steps to Sustainability. 
 
The Office of the First Minister and Deputy First Minster (OFMDFM) has prepared an Implementation 
Plan for the Sustainable Development (SD) Strategy, but it falls short of involving all sectors. NIEL was 
heavily involved in a stakeholder event, and continues to promote SD to other stakeholders, 
particularly local authorities. 
 
An away day for the Executive and Staff helped NIEL on its way for strategic planning for the next 
seven years, and affirmed the need to be active politically. Task Forces on Marine, Archaeology, 
Climate Change and Waste have been the most active in the past three months. NIEL still awaits news 
on the Review of Environmental Governance; the report is now due in May. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Wales Environment Link (WEL) 
 

WEL members had their last six-monthly meeting with the Minister for the Environment, Planning and 
Countryside ahead of May’s Assembly Elections. The agenda included measuring CO2 impacts of Welsh 
strategies, zero carbon homes, links between the Wales Environment Strategy and the Wales Spatial 
Plan, coastal access and landscape characterisation work. In March, three members represented WEL 
at an oral evidence session with the Environment, Planning and Countryside Committee on 
implementation of the Environment Strategy. A supporting paper was submitted, which illustrated how 
well implementation of the action plan has been advancing to date, from the perspective of the 
environmental voluntary sector.  
 
A number of WEL consultation responses have been drawn up recently, including responses to the UK’s 
Draft Freedom of Information and Data Protection (Appropriate Limit and Fees) Regulations 2007; the 
Strategic Action Plan for the Voluntary Sector Scheme and the Local Service Boards/Local Service 
Agreements consultation. WEL’s Planning Working Group also responded to the Planning for Climate 
Change consultation. WEL’s Election Campaign working group provided the four main political parties 
in Wales with feedback on their pre-manifesto publications. The group is now awaiting the publication 
of the final manifestos to see how much influence WEL’s campaign work has had. 
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News from the Secretariat 
 

 
 
 
 

Management Committee Meeting 
 

The first Management Committee meeting of 2007 was held on 23rd March at Link’s offices. Issues 
discussed at the meeting included Link’s quarterly accounts and projected year-end figures, the 
recommendations of the Forward Planning process of last year, partnership working with like-minded 
coalitions, and the 2007 workplans of each Working Group and Task Force. 
 
The next Management Committee meeting is scheduled for 27th June 2007 at Link’s offices. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Other Link news 
 
Following the successful application for funds for a full time Marine Policy and Campaigns Co-ordinator 
(for 2-3 years) to facilitate Link's Marine Task Force and ensure our campaign for comprehensive 
legislation is successful, there are some expected staff changes as from May this year. Annie Smith - 
currently Policy and Campaigns Co-ordinator - will take up the new position of Marine Policy and 
Campaigns Co-ordinator, and will be working full time on Link's marine campaign. Jodie Bettis, - 
currently Link's Information and Office Co-ordinator - will be promoted to Policy and Campaigns Co-
ordinator. As a result, we are currently recruiting for an Information and Office Co-ordinator (see our 
website for details – closing date 19th April). 
 
As reported last month, we are currently reviewing some of our methods of communicating with our 
membership. The Link quarterly report has been produced by the Secretariat for many years and has 
taken on many formats and incarnations. We are always looking to improve our services and are asking 
quarterly report recipients to give us their feedback over the next couple of editions. If you have any 
comments on the quarterly report or would like to join the mailing list, please contact the Information 
and Office Co-ordinator in the Link office.  
 

 

Wildlife and Countryside Link 
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Working Groups 
 

Acting Chair: Nigel Bourn, Butterfly Conservation  
Acting Vice Chair: John Everitt, The Wildlife Trusts 

Secretary: Annie Smith 
 

 
Biodiversity 
 
In January Link launched its first annual assessment of the progress made towards the Government 
target of halting biodiversity loss by 2010. Presented in a traffic light system, the results of the 
assessment were mailed electronically and launched on Link’s website. Copies of the full assessment 
document are available for download from www.wcl.org.uk/2010/2010_assessment.htm  
 
Members of the Biodiversity Working Group (BWG) met with JNCC in February to discuss the JNCC’s 
ideas for a UK nature conservation framework and a UK surveillance strategy. Representatives of the 
BWG also attended a workshop in March hosted by Barry Gardiner MP, looking at how to refresh the 
biodiversity partnership in England. Link gave a presentation on the role of the biodiversity process in 
delivering large scale habitat restoration and ecosystem services. This was a positive and constructive 
event, and we now look forward to working with the Minister, Defra and other partners in taking the 
outcomes forward.  
 
The BWG’s BAP Review sub-group met a number of times to consider, amongst other things, progress 
with “signposting” – a process of identifying the top categories of action needed by each species – and 
the desired outcomes of the review for priority habitats. Link representatives on the Priority Review 
Group are contributing to the group’s report to the UK Standing Committee, which will present the 
proposed new BAP list to be signed off at the Committee’s meeting on 25th April. BWG members also 
commented on the draft Guidance on the NERC Biodiversity Duty, which is now expected to be 
published in May. 
 

 
 

Chair: Ian Woodhurst, CPRE  
Vice Chair: Nick Collinson, Woodland Trust 

Secretary: Alexia Wellbelove  
 

 
Farming and Rural Development 
 
Link wrote to Defra at the start of the quarter outlining its concerns regarding a recent report looking 
at possible additional landscape features in Cross Compliance, the findings of which Link believe should 
not be used to limit the number of features that are considered in the forthcoming consultation on 
Cross Compliance. During the quarter Link was also represented at a meeting of the Agri-Environment 
Steering Group, and Ian and Alexia met with NE to discuss its Sustainable Land Management Campaign. 
 
The Farming and Rural Development (FRD) Working Group met in January to discuss, amongst other 
things, the group’s workplan for this year, the delays in the Rural Development Programme for England 
2007 – 2013, Environmental Stewardship, as well as an update on the Link Bioenergy and Sustainable 
Land Management Vision projects. 
 
In February, representatives of the FRD group attended a Land Use Policy Group workshop, at which 
climate change and rural land use were discussed, and also met with the Soil Association, to discuss 
organic farming, climate change, and cypermethrin.    
 
Towards the end of the quarter, Link wrote a letter to the Secretary of State for the Environment 
David Miliband MP, regarding the funding of Environmental Stewardship in light of current discussions in 
Europe. In March, Link welcomed the statement on the overall budget for the Rural Development 
Programme for England 2007 – 2013, and called on Defra to ensure that substantial funding is allocated 
to the Higher Level Scheme. 
 
The FRD Group’s Bioenergy project with Land Use Consultants (LUC) is ongoing and a report has been 
distributed internally.   
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Working Groups 
 

Chair: Mike Wood, RSPB 
Vice Chair: James Cooper, Woodland Trust 

Secretary: Alexia Wellbelove  
 

 
Woodland 
 
The woodland group met in February to discuss the draft Link vision for Woodlands (which is currently 
circulating for comment), the forthcoming England Forestry Strategy and its associated implementation 
plans. 
 
 

 
 

Chair: Fiona Mahon, The Wildlife Trusts 
Vice Chair: Simon Marsh, RSPB 

Secretary: Annie Smith 
 
 
Land Use Planning 
  
The publication of a Planning White Paper (PWP) was expected in late March, but has been delayed 
until late spring - at least until after the elections on 3rd May. The PWP is expected to take forward 
proposals made in reports by Kate Barker and Sir Rod Eddington, both published last December.  
 
Representatives of the Land Use Planning Working Group (LUPWG) attended a meeting with Housing 
Minister Yvette Cooper and Secretary of State Ruth Kelly in February, to discuss their concerns about 
the forthcoming reforms. Also in February, the Link Secretariat and members took part in a 
parliamentary event hosted by Paul Truswell MP, as part of a broader coalition of environmental and 
social organisations who share concerns about the expected proposals.  
 
The LUPWG also submitted a response to the CLG consultation on a draft supplement to PPS1 on 
Planning and Climate Change, which is available from our website at 
www.wcl.org.uk/downloads/2007/Link_response_Planning_&_climate%20change_08Mar07.pdf  
 

 
 

Chair: Tom Le Quesne, WWF 
Vice Chair: Phil Burston, RSPB 

Secretary: Jodie Bettis 
 
Water 
 
The newly badged Water Working Group (WWG) continues to discuss opportunities for working with the 
newly launched Blueprint for Water coalition of environmental, water efficiency, and fishing & angling 
NGOs, and has still to agree a workplan for this year. Link’s Director attended a Blueprint meeting at 
the end of February to discuss opportunities for collaboration, at which the Blueprint coalition formally 
asked Link to take on the Secretariat role of the group, thus bringing the Blueprint into Link as a Link 
campaign.  Consultation with all members is now taking place and it is hoped that a decision on this 
can be reached shortly. 
 
In February, the WWG responded to Defra’s request for comments on the 2006 paper by English Nature 
and the Environment Agency on proposals for extending water bodies and identifying new ones of 
biodiversity significance in England under the EU Water Framework Directive. This long-awaited paper 
was accompanied by a cost benefit analysis on the proposed classification of additional water bodies. 
Link’s comments can be downloaded from our website at 
www.wcl.org.uk/downloads/2007/Link_response_NE_EA_additional _proposals_08Mar07.pdf   
 
Also in February, the River Basin District Liaison Panel NGO representatives met for the second time to 
discuss progress within each district and co-operation across the environmental sector, both regionally 
and locally. The NGO reps raised a number of concerns regarding the current liaison panel and SWMI 
process, and are expected to meet again in 6 months time. 
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Working Groups 
 

Chair: Rob Atkinson, RSPCA  
Vice Chair: Cathy Williamson, Whale & Dolphin Conservation Society 

Secretary: Alexia Wellbelove 
 

Wildlife and Trade 
 
The Wildlife and Trade Working Group met several times in the quarter to discuss the proposals for the 
14th meeting of the Conference of Parties (CoP14), which is taking place in June in The Hague. A Joint 
NGO Liaison Group CITES meeting with Defra took place in January and in March, both of which focused 
on the CITES proposals and working documents.  
 
In February, the group met with the Minister, Barry Gardiner MP, to discuss the role of the UK at the 
forthcoming CITES meeting, and NGO representation on the UK delegation at CoP14. The group wrote 
to the Minister following the meeting and a reply has been received declining NGO representation on 
the UK’s CoP14 delegation. 
 

 
  

Chair: Jenny Lonsdale, Environmental Investigation Agency 
Vice Chair: Claire Bass, WSPA 
Secretary: Alexia Wellbelove 

 

Whales 
 
Whaling 
The Whale Working Group’s activity has throughout the quarter been focused on the forthcoming 
meeting of the International Whaling Commission (IWC59).  This has involved the writing of a number 
of letters including to both the Prime Minister and Foreign Secretary reiterating its calls for strong 
diplomatic action in the run-up to IWC59. Link members also met with Defra at the beginning of 
February to discuss the UK’s progress towards winning back the majority and provided the Minister, 
Ben Bradshaw MP, with a briefing in advance of the publication of the IWC59 annotated agenda, setting 
out the key issues and what actions Link would like the UK Government to take.  As in previous years, 
Link has provided a number of representatives for both the Scientific Committee and Plenary meetings 
for the UK delegation to IWC59. 
 
Link representatives met with the Danish Ambassador in February to discuss the Danish pro-whaling 
vote at IWC58 last year. Link has also written to the Ambassador following Denmark’s attendance at 
the Normalisation meeting and their support of the St. Kitts and Nevis Declaration. A sub-group of 
members has also been meeting with supermarket retailers including Morrisons, Tesco and Sainsburys, 
urging them not to source products from Iceland following their resumption of commercial whaling, 
and to ensure that the products they do source do not have any links with whaling companies. 
 
Sakhalin II 
Last year Shell signed the majority share in the Sakhalin II project over to the Russian state controlled 
company Gazprom. Shell remains involved in the project but only as a minority partner, and therefore 
it is understood that EBRD is no longer considering financing the project.   
 
Sonar 2087 
Last year Link wrote to the Secretaries of State for Defence and for the Environment to set out our 
continuing concerns about the effects of the recently introduced powerful low frequency military sonar 
system (known as Sonar 2087) on cetaceans and other marine wildlife, and about the efficacy of the 
mitigation measures employed. Although Link is now in receipt of a detailed response from the Ministry 
of Defence, there continue to be concerns which Link will be following up. 
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Task Forces 
 

Campaign Chair: Ben Stafford, RSPB 
Policy Chair: Joan Edwards, The Wildlife Trusts 

Vice Chair (Campaign & Media): Richard Harrington, Marine Conservation Society 
Vice Chair (Policy): Jan Brown, WWF  

Secretary: Annie Smith 
Marine 
In spite of letters signed by fifteen Link member Chief Executives and Directors to the Prime Minister 
and the Secretary of State for the Environment, David Miliband MP, last November’s Queen’s Speech 
made no mention of the Government’s commitment to a Marine Bill. However, a response to these 
letters (from Ben Bradshaw MP) was received in January, confirming the Government’s intention to 
publish a White Paper, and “A Sea Change” – the Marine Bill White Paper – was launched on 15th March. 
The launch event was opened by David Miliband MP, who gave his assurance that the Marine Bill would 
come forward during this Parliament. Ben Bradshaw MP also spoke at the launch, which was attended 
by a number of Link members along with many other marine and coastal stakeholders. 
 
The MTF held a number of useful meetings with Defra officials during the quarter, to discuss the White 
Paper as well as the future delivery of the BAP in the marine environment. In February, the MTF 
published an “advertorial” in The House magazine (a publication for Parliamentarians), setting out its 
key priorities in relation to the Marine Bill. Link’s advertorial appeared alongside articles on the Bill by 
Ben Bradshaw MP, opposition spokespeople, and others. Please contact Annie should you require an 
electronic copy. The MTF is also planning a Parliamentary Reception to highlight Link’s key priorities 
for the Bill to MPs and Peers. 
 
Link representatives also attended a meeting of the Offshore Energy SEA Steering Group in March. 
 

 
 

Chair: Ali Ross, Whale & Dolphin Conservation Society 
Vice Chair: Lissa Goodwin, Marine Connection 

Secretary: Annie Smith 
 

Bycatch 
The Bycatch group met in February. The group agreed to broaden its remit beyond cetacean bycatch to 
include other issues of key importance for the conservation of small cetaceans – for example fisheries 
related noise, and prey depletion – and will consider commissioning a review to support these new 
work areas. Also discussed at the meeting were the implementation of the EU Bycatch Regulation and 
possible Link research proposals related to this. The group also looked forward to the April meeting of 
the ASCOBANS Advisory Committee.  
 
Earlier this quarter, the group submitted comments to SMRU on a protocol for their proposed acoustic 
and visual cetacean survey and trial of the “DDD” pinger in the South West English Channel, with 
survey work initiated towards the end of the quarter. 
 
 

 

Sister Links 
 
 
 
 

Scottish Environment LINK (LINK) 
 

With exhibitions in the Scottish Parliament and gin tasting to promote a new study on juniper berries 
by Plantlife, Scottish Environment Week in February was given a high profile. The ‘everyone’ pre-
election campaign continued with twenty hustings planned for April throughout Scotland, and the ‘Big 
Green Debate’ to be held in Edinburgh, complete with interactive audience voting and podcasts.  
 
The 'everyone watching' end of term report, which analyses how well the Scottish Executive has done 
on its environmental commitments, was published in March, and its awards for the best and worst 
policy achievements, including the ‘Blooming Thistle' and the 'Ostrich' were featured in The Scotsman 
newspaper.  

cont ... 
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Sister Links 
 

... 
LINK Parliamentary staff attended the SNP, Labour and Conservative spring party conferences, and 
LINK held a Climate and Land Use Seminar in Perth in March to update members and to help develop a 
common view in emerging agendas. With 1000 days left until the 2010 biodiversity target expires, the 
Biodiversity Task Force was involved in publishing a UKBAP report - 'Call 999 an Emergency for 
Scotland's Biodiversity' - which concluded that progress towards the 2010 target is not happening 
quickly enough.    
 

 
 
 
 
 

Northern Ireland Environment Link (NIEL) 
 

What with elections and the 'will it won't it' nature of devolution, NIEL has been concentrating on the 
impacts that the presumed resumption of the Assembly will have, visiting political parties and party 
policy officers to remind them of the importance of the environment.  
 
Following NIEL’s major conference on Landscape and Planning, it is developing an Agenda for Action for 
Planning. NIEL’s fact sheet on Community Planning continues to be well received and it will shortly 
publish another on Steps to Sustainability. 
 
The Office of the First Minister and Deputy First Minster (OFMDFM) has prepared an Implementation 
Plan for the Sustainable Development (SD) Strategy, but it falls short of involving all sectors. NIEL was 
heavily involved in a stakeholder event, and continues to promote SD to other stakeholders, 
particularly local authorities. 
 
An away day for the Executive and Staff helped NIEL on its way for strategic planning for the next 
seven years, and affirmed the need to be active politically. Task Forces on Marine, Archaeology, 
Climate Change and Waste have been the most active in the past three months. NIEL still awaits news 
on the Review of Environmental Governance; the report is now due in May. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Wales Environment Link (WEL) 
 

WEL members had their last six-monthly meeting with the Minister for the Environment, Planning and 
Countryside ahead of May’s Assembly Elections. The agenda included measuring CO2 impacts of Welsh 
strategies, zero carbon homes, links between the Wales Environment Strategy and the Wales Spatial 
Plan, coastal access and landscape characterisation work. In March, three members represented WEL 
at an oral evidence session with the Environment, Planning and Countryside Committee on 
implementation of the Environment Strategy. A supporting paper was submitted, which illustrated how 
well implementation of the action plan has been advancing to date, from the perspective of the 
environmental voluntary sector.  
 
A number of WEL consultation responses have been drawn up recently, including responses to the UK’s 
Draft Freedom of Information and Data Protection (Appropriate Limit and Fees) Regulations 2007; the 
Strategic Action Plan for the Voluntary Sector Scheme and the Local Service Boards/Local Service 
Agreements consultation. WEL’s Planning Working Group also responded to the Planning for Climate 
Change consultation. WEL’s Election Campaign working group provided the four main political parties 
in Wales with feedback on their pre-manifesto publications. The group is now awaiting the publication 
of the final manifestos to see how much influence WEL’s campaign work has had. 
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News from the Secretariat 
 

 
 
 
 

Management Committee Meeting 
 

The first Management Committee meeting of 2007 was held on 23rd March at Link’s offices. Issues 
discussed at the meeting included Link’s quarterly accounts and projected year-end figures, the 
recommendations of the Forward Planning process of last year, partnership working with like-minded 
coalitions, and the 2007 workplans of each Working Group and Task Force. 
 
The next Management Committee meeting is scheduled for 27th June 2007 at Link’s offices. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Other Link news 
 
Following the successful application for funds for a full time Marine Policy and Campaigns Co-ordinator 
(for 2-3 years) to facilitate Link's Marine Task Force and ensure our campaign for comprehensive 
legislation is successful, there are some expected staff changes as from May this year. Annie Smith - 
currently Policy and Campaigns Co-ordinator - will take up the new position of Marine Policy and 
Campaigns Co-ordinator, and will be working full time on Link's marine campaign. Jodie Bettis, - 
currently Link's Information and Office Co-ordinator - will be promoted to Policy and Campaigns Co-
ordinator. As a result, we are currently recruiting for an Information and Office Co-ordinator (see our 
website for details – closing date 19th April). 
 
As reported last month, we are currently reviewing some of our methods of communicating with our 
membership. The Link quarterly report has been produced by the Secretariat for many years and has 
taken on many formats and incarnations. We are always looking to improve our services and are asking 
quarterly report recipients to give us their feedback. If you have any comments, please contact the 
Information and Office Co-ordinator in the Link office.  
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