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Dear Sir

The EU Commissioners had the opportunity to recommend much needed reform of the Common
Agricultural Policy. This vital opportunity has been squandered under the influence of groups intent on
keeping the status quo.

The proposals made by the Commission in July last year were progressive and brave. Two fundamental
elements were: the movement of funds from subsidising intensive agriculture across to more environmental,
animal welfare and rural development measures; and, the severing of the link between subsidies and
production, which would remove incentives for farmers to overproduce surplus food to dump on world
markets. They also would have required all farmers to meet environmental and animal welfare standards
before they could receive public funds.

The Commission’s resolve for reform has weakened, the new package is unlikely to make much difference
for our beleaguered wildlife, heritage, countryside and rural economies.

This government has championed the reform of the CAP; we urge them to continue to do this. To fail to
achieve reform now will not only affect the environment, livelihoods and health of people across Europe, but
also those of others around the world.
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