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2007 has been a difficult year for water management, 
with catastrophic summer floods following so quickly after 
the serious droughts of 2006. While this has generated a lot 
of debate in the press and a chorus of worried voices, there 
has been little action to tackle the problems of water pollution, 
catchment restoration and flood management, as you will see 
in our report card on the next page.

Now, more than ever, is the time to act. In 2008, an 
unprecedented series of policy decisions and reviews offers a 
window of opportunity to transform the way in which we value, 
manage and invest in water. We urge the Government to use 
these initiatives to make real and lasting changes, and give our 
most precious natural resource a sustainable future.

10 steps to sustainable water

In November 2006, we, a coalition of leading environmental 
organisations, launched the Blueprint for Water, setting out 
10 steps to sustainable water by 2015. The Blueprint called on 
the Government to act immediately to give our water a future. 
Progress in 2007 has been mixed, but 2008 offers a unique 
opportunity – and test – for us all to deliver this agenda.

Billed as the worst in modern British history, recent floods left 
over a third of a million people without drinking water; nearly 
50,000 without power; thousands homeless; and caused more 
than £2 billion worth of damage. They demonstrated that our 
flood defences are not a complete solution, and, as much 
of the flooding came from drains rather than rivers, it’s clear 
that our existing urban drainage systems can’t cope with high 
volumes of water. 
 
The Government has pledged an extra £200 million for flood 
defence work over the next three years. A significant proportion 
should be spent on sustainable solutions for flooding. Every 
piece of land, whether in town or in the country, can play 
its part in absorbing and storing water, reducing the risks of 
catastrophic flooding such as we experienced in 2007.

The floods of 2007 highlight the urgent need to adapt now 
for a future where climate change will bring more extreme 
weather events.

Going under?

Who could forget 2007’s graphic photographs of 
towns and cities submerged, people desperately 
trying to salvage possessions from the wreckage 
of their homes and queuing for water? 



2007 report card: progress on 
10 steps to sustainable water 
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Defra Water Strategy
The Water Strategy will outline the Government’s priorities 
for water both now and into the future. We look to the Water 
Strategy to provide the leadership and direction needed to 
deliver our vision for sustainable water, including securing water 
supplies, enhancing biodiversity, maximising social and economic 
benefits and improving our resilience to climate change.

EU Water Framework Directive: draft plans
The EU Water Framework Directive is the most important 
piece of water legislation ever passed in Europe. It requires all 
member states to restore the ecology of their rivers, lakes and 
wetlands by 2015, with each state’s plans in place by 2009. 
Restoring our water environment will deliver enormous benefits 
for us and for nature, but to achieve it we need far-reaching 
measures covering water use, pollution, and water habitats. 
Several years in the making, the draft plans for England and 
Wales are due in 2008.

2008: putting the 10 steps 
into practice

In 2008 the Government will be making a number 
of key decisions that represent a one-off opportunity 
to realise the vision we set out in the Blueprint for 
Water. We urge them to seize this chance to secure 
a sustainable future for water.

 Tackle water 
quality problems 
   at source
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2009 Periodic Review of water prices (PR09):
review begins
Plans for water industry investment are set every five years 
through negotiations between water companies and Ofwat, 
their economic regulator, with guidance from the Government. 
The next review, which begins in 2008, provides a crucial 
opportunity to:
  protect nationally and internationally important wetland sites 

by amending or revoking damaging abstraction licences and 
taking action on water quality;

  take forward large-scale water efficiency programmes; and
  tackle water quality problems at source through catchment 

management initiatives that offer many benefits for 
biodiversity and the environment.

Common Agricultural Policy (CAP): mid-term review
Agricultural pollution is one of the biggest challenges to the 
health of our water environment. The CAP mid-term review 
gives us an opportunity to give farmers positive incentives to 
prevent pollution and to restore degraded soils, rivers and 
wetlands. We will achieve sustainable water management 
only when public funding for agriculture is based on delivering 
these public benefits. 

Give farmers 
 incentives to 
  manage water
 sustainably

    Revoke or 
amend damaging 

            abstraction licences

 Make 
space for water 
 in our towns and 
countryside



For further information and contact details visit:

www.blueprintforwater.org.uk
You can also call 020 7820 8600 or email enquiry@wcl.org.uk
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About the coalition

We, a coalition of leading environmental organisations, 
call on the Government to seize the opportunities 2008 
presents to make real and lasting changes, and give our 
most precious natural resource a sustainable future.

Blueprint for Water is a campaign of Wildlife and Countryside Link




